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Discussion boards 

 
The purpose of a discussion board is to facilitate student-to-student discussion 
outside the class. Your tutor might set you a specific task or topic each week, or it 
might be there simply for you to continue and extend discussions from class. But 
the point is that you are talking to each other, not to the tutor.  
 
So with that in mind, here are some tips: 
 

● When the tutor sets a specific question or task, make sure you answer it. 
Read it fully and understand what’s expected of you.  

● Respond to other students’ comments. Don’t be afraid to disagree - do so 
politely, for example by asking a question, or to clarify their point, before 
explaining your position. If you think they’ve said something good, agree, 
and add something else, like an example or a reference. Be constructive. 

● Include information from your reading. Mention the books, articles, and 
websites that you have read to back up your point. Refer to lectures too, or 
link to other resources not on the reading list that you think are relevant. 
Remember that you will still be expected to paraphrase, summarise and 
reference - copying from Wikipedia isn’t going to convince anyone.  

● If you don’t know what to say, ask a question, or explain why you have 
nothing to add. It might be that the reason the topic isn’t interesting for you 
is actually itself an interesting contribution. Reflect on why it isn’t grabbing 
your attention or what it is that’s confusing you.  

● Elaborate and explain. Avoid one word or one-line posts. This is a chance to 
say what you actually think, your own personal idea or take on the module or 
topic.  

 
This is a guide to help you understand what to write in these tasks. If you are 
having technical difficulties with NILE, please refer to the NILE help page - click 
here.  
 
Below is an example of a discussion board conversation where the tutor has set a 
particular question. Notice that the students are giving full answers, references to 
where they got their information and examples, and responding to previous 
comments in the discussion rather than repeating.  
 
These examples illustrate an informal academic writing style. You can see that 
while the students are not using slang, they are writing in the first person (using 
‘I’), using contractions (‘don’t’), and intensifying language (‘dramatically’). In 
formal academic style, these would be avoided in favour of impersonal, objective, 
cautious language. But in the context of a discussion board, this type of writing 
style is appropriate. 
 

https://nile.northampton.ac.uk/webapps/portal/execute/tabs/tabAction?tabId=_28904_1&tab_tab_group_id=_441_1
https://nile.northampton.ac.uk/webapps/portal/execute/tabs/tabAction?tabId=_28904_1&tab_tab_group_id=_441_1
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